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Abstract—This project aimed to comprehensively address youth
violence and breaches of peace within, Ondo State, by identifying
primary socio-economic factors, analyzing cultural dynamics,
proposing evidence-based interventions, and evaluating existing
resources. The study's methodology employed a mixed-methods
approach, combining quantitative data from structured surveys
administered to a representative sample of youth and qualitative data
from in-depth interviews and focus group discussions with key
stakeholders. Quantitative data were analyzed using descriptive
statistics to identify patterns and associations, while qualitative
insights provided deeper understanding of cultural dynamics
influencing youth violence. Findings revealed that key socio-
economic factors contributing to youth violence included
unemployment, poverty, lack of access to education, availability of
weapons, and income inequality. Cultural dynamics such as
traditional gender roles, cultural events, and norms that glorify
aggression also played a significant role in shaping youth behavior.
The study underscored the importance of addressing these
interconnected factors  through targeted interventions.
Recommendations include implementing socio-economic programs to
improve education and employment opportunities, promoting cultural
sensitivity and community engagement in violence prevention efforts,
enhancing access to support services for at-risk youth, investing in
positive youth development programs, and strengthening law
enforcement and justice systems. Continuous evaluation and
adaptation of interventions were also emphasized to ensure their
effectiveness and responsiveness to community needs. In conclusion,
this project highlights the need for a multifaceted approach to tackle
youth violence in Odigbo Local Government. By addressing socio-
economic disparities, cultural influences, and enhancing community
resources, the proposed interventions aim to create a safer and more
resilient environment for young people. Collaborative action and
sustained commitment from all sectors of society are crucial for the
success of these efforts.

Keywords— Youth, violence, interventions, prevention, socio-
economic factors, breach of peace, cultural dynamics and youth
violence.

l. INTRODUCTION

Youth violence and breach of peace represent pressing societal
challenges, reflecting a complex interplay of socio-economic,
cultural, and individual factors. The phenomenon of youth
violence encompasses a range of aggressive behaviors,
including physical altercations, bullying, and even more
severe criminal activities. Often rooted in systemic issues such
as poverty, lack of access to education, and limited
opportunities, youth violence can manifest as a desperate
expression of frustration and a means of asserting control in an
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environment that may feel otherwise chaotic. Additionally, the
breach of peace, commonly associated with civil disturbances
or public disorder, can involve young individuals engaging in
protests, riots, or confrontations with law enforcement.
Understanding and addressing the root causes of youth
violence and breach of the peace is essential to developing
effective prevention measures and creating an enabling
environment that fosters positive youth development.
Comprehensive strategies should involve a combination of
social programs, educational initiatives, and community
engagement efforts to break the cycle of violence and promote
a more harmonious coexistence within society.

Youth violence and breach of peace are multifaceted issues
with profound implications for individuals, communities, and
societies at large. Research suggests that exposure to violence
in the home, neighborhood, or media can contribute to the
development of aggressive behaviors among young people
(Fergusson, Horwood, & Swain-Campbell, 2019). Moreover,
socio-economic disparities, such as limited access to quality
education and employment opportunities, have been identified
as significant contributors to the perpetuation of violence
among youth (Sampson, Morenoff, & Raudenbush, 2022).
Understanding the intricate web of factors that underpin these
phenomena is critical for devising targeted interventions that
address the root causes.

Community-based programs, such as mentorship
initiatives and after-school activities, have demonstrated
positive outcomes in preventing youth violence (David-
Ferdon, Vivolo-Kantor, Dahlberg, Marshall, Rainford, & Hall,
2020). By providing positive role models and alternative
outlets for expression, these programs aim to redirect the
energies of at-risk youth towards constructive paths.
Educational reforms that address disparities in resources and
quality can also play a pivotal role in breaking the cycle of
violence (Kirkpatrick Johnson, Crosnoe, & Elder, 2019).

The breach of peace often involves collective actions, with
youth participating in protests or demonstrations to voice their
concerns about social injustices. In such instances, fostering
open dialogue between the youth and authorities can help
prevent escalations into violence (O'Donnell Stueve, &
McPherson, 2019). Community policing strategies, which
emphasize collaboration between law enforcement and the
community, have been shown to reduce tensions and enhance
trust (Weisburd Hinkle, Famega, & Ready, 2020).
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While these strategies have shown promise, ongoing
research is essential to refine and adapt interventions to the
evolving nature of youth violence and breach of peace. Long-
term success requires a holistic approach that addresses not
only the immediate manifestations but also the underlying
systemic issues. By investing in evidence-based programs and
policies, society can work towards creating a safer and more
equitable environment for its youth, fostering positive
development and social cohesion (Sherman, Strang, &
Newbury-Birch 2022).

Statement of Problem

Youth violence and breach of peace pose significant
challenges in Ondo State. The community is witnessing an
increase in incidents involving the youth, ranging from
physical altercations to more complex issues like gang
violence. This escalation not only jeopardizes the safety and
well-being of individuals but also has broader implications for
the social fabric and development of the local community.
Understanding the root causes, dynamics, and consequences of
youth violence and breach of peace in Ondo State is crucial for
developing targeted interventions and fostering a safer
environment for all residents.

Purpose of the Study

The purpose of a project aimed at addressing youth
violence and breach of peace is multifaceted, encompassing
both immediate and long-term goals.

1. To examine and identify the specific socio-economic
factors contributing to youth violence and breach of peace
in Ondo State.

To analyze the cultural dynamics within the community
and assess their influence on the prevalence and
manifestation of youth violence and breach of peace.

To propose evidence-based interventions and preventive
measures that can effectively address and mitigate the
impact of youth violence and breach of peace in Ondo
State.

Research Questions

1. What are the primary socio-economic factors contributing
to youth violence and breach of peace in Ondo State?

How do cultural dynamics within the community influence
the prevalence and manifestation of youth violence and
breach of peace?

What interventions and preventive measures can be
recommended to address and mitigate the impact of youth
violence and breach of peace in Ondo State?

2.

Significant of the Study

The significance and relevance of addressing youth
violence and breach of peace extend far beyond immediate
safety concerns, permeating multiple facets of society. Firstly,
these issues have profound implications for public health. The
physical and psychological toll on individuals who experience
or perpetrate violence during their formative years can have
lasting consequences, impacting mental health, well-being,
and overall life trajectories (Dahlberg & Krug, 2022; Mercy et
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al.,2022). By addressing these challenges, communities can
contribute to a healthier and more resilient population.

Moreover, youth violence and breach of peace are closely
linked to broader social and economic issues. Persistent
violence can impede economic development by deterring
investment, disrupting education, and straining social services
(World Bank, 2019). Conversely, creating environments that
nurture the positive development of young people can
contribute to a more skilled and productive workforce,
fostering economic growth (Catalano et al., 2019).

On a societal level, these issues also touch upon matters of
social justice and equity. Certain populations, often
marginalized and disenfranchised, are disproportionately
affected by youth violence and breaches of peace due to
systemic inequalities (Fagan et al., 2021). Addressing these
challenges is crucial for fostering a just and inclusive society,
where all individuals, regardless of their background, have
equal opportunities and protection.

Additionally, the relevance of these issues extends to the
preservation of civil order and democratic values. Breaches of
peace, particularly when manifested in civil unrest, underscore
the importance of effective communication, collaboration, and
understanding between authorities and citizens (Tyler, 2021).
By addressing the root causes of such disturbances, societies
can contribute to the maintenance of social cohesion and
democratic stability.

The significance and relevance of addressing youth
violence and breach of peace are far-reaching, encompassing
public health, economic development, social justice, and the
maintenance of civil order. By recognizing and actively
working to mitigate these challenges, communities can create
environments conducive to the positive development of young
people and the well-being of society as a whole.

Il.  LITERATURE REVIEW

The historical context of youth violence is complex and
multifaceted, reflecting the interplay of wvarious socio-
economic, cultural, and political factors (Fergusson et al.,
2019). Throughout history, societies have witnessed instances
of youth engaging in violent behavior, often tied to broader
systemic issues. In many cases, periods of economic
instability and inequality have correlated with increased rates
of youth violence, as marginalized communities face
heightened stressors and limited opportunities (Sampson et al.,
2022). Historical events such as economic recessions,
urbanization, and social upheaval have been associated with
spikes in youth violence, highlighting the intricate relationship
between societal changes and the behavior of young
individuals.

Additionally, the influence of cultural norms and societal
expectations has played a significant role in shaping patterns
of youth violence across different historical epochs (Gini &
Pozzoli, 2020). Historical records reveal instances where
violent behavior among youth was either condoned or even
glorified, reflecting prevailing attitudes towards aggression
and power. On the contrary, during periods of social reform or
cultural shifts, efforts have been made to channel the energy of
young individuals towards more constructive outlets,
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emphasizing education and community involvement as
alternatives to violence.

Youth violence refers to aggressive behaviors and actions
perpetrated by individuals typically within the age range of
adolescence to early adulthood. These behaviors encompass a
spectrum, ranging from verbal abuse and bullying to more
severe forms of physical violence or criminal activities. Youth
violence can manifest in various settings, including schools,
neighborhoods, and social gatherings, and it is often
associated with factors such as socio-economic disparities,
family dysfunction, exposure to community violence, and peer
influences. Understanding youth violence requires a
comprehensive examination of the wunderlying causes,
including individual, familial, and societal factors, to develop
targeted interventions and preventative measures (Dahlberg &
Krug, 2022).

Breach of peace involves the disruption of public order and
tranquility, often manifested in civil disturbances, protests, or
acts that disturb the peace within a community. It
encompasses a range of behaviors that interfere with the
normal functioning of society, such as riots, public unrest, or
confrontations with law enforcement. Breaches of peace can
be sparked by various factors, including social inequalities,
political tensions, or dissatisfaction with the status quo.
Understanding the dynamics of breach of peace requires an
examination of the socio-political climate and the underlying
causes that lead individuals or groups to engage in actions that
disrupt the harmony and order within a community (Weisburd
et al., 2020).

Youth violence is a multifaceted issue with several
contributing factors, including socio-economic deprivation,
family dynamics, and psychological issues. Recent research
affirmed that socio-economic disadvantages, such as poverty
and limited access to quality education, significantly elevate
the risk of youth violence. These conditions often lead to
feelings of frustration and hopelessness, which can manifest as
aggressive behaviors (Hsieh & Pugh, 2021). Studies indicate
that young people from underprivileged backgrounds are more
likely to be involved in violence due to lack of resources,
exposure to community violence, and inadequate support
systems (Harris & Ruddell, 2022). Additionally, family
environments characterized by instability, neglect, or abuse
further exacerbate the likelihood of violent behavior among
youths (Sampson & Laub, 2022).

Psychological factors also play a critical role in youth
violence. Recent studies have highlighted the impact of mental
health issues such as conduct disorders and PTSD on
aggressive behavior. Trauma, exposure to violence, and
chronic stress are linked to higher instances of violent conduct
(Zuckerman et al., 2023). Furthermore, the influence of media
and technology, especially the consumption of violent content,
has been shown to correlate with increased aggression and
desensitization to violence (Gentile et al., 2023). Peer pressure
and the quest for social acceptance often push youths towards
violent acts, as they seek to conform to group norms or assert
dominance within their social circles (Steinberg & Monahan,
2023). Addressing these various causes is critical to creating
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effective prevention and intervention strategies to reduce
youth violence and promote safer communities.

Violence manifests in several distinct forms, each with
unique characteristics and impacts. Physical violence involves
direct harm through acts like hitting or assault, leading to
visible injuries and long-term health issues (World Health
Organization, 2021). Emotional and psychological violence
entails verbal abuse, threats, and manipulation, causing
significant mental health problems such as anxiety and
depression without visible scars (Johnson & Leone, 2022).
Sexual violence includes non-consensual sexual acts, such as
assault and harassment, resulting in physical trauma, sexually
transmitted infections, and severe psychological effects like
PTSD (Banyard et al., 2023). Economic violence refers to the
control and restriction of an individual's financial resources,
impeding their economic independence and stability (Postmus
et al., 2023). Lastly, structural violence encompasses systemic
inequalities and discrimination embedded in social
institutions,  perpetuating disadvantage and injustice,
particularly among marginalized groups (Farmer, 2021).
Understanding these diverse forms of violence is essential for
developing effective prevention and intervention strategies.

Summarily, the literature on youth violence and breaches
of peace reveals a complex interplay of historical, socio-
economic, cultural, and psychological factors. Historically,
youth violence has often been linked to periods of economic
instability and social upheaval, with marginalized
communities experiencing heightened stressors and limited
opportunities leading to increased aggressive behaviors
(Fergusson et al., 2019; Sampson et al., 2022). Cultural norms
and societal expectations have also shaped patterns of youth
violence, with varying attitudes towards aggression
influencing behaviors across different epochs (Gini & Pozzoli,
2020). Recent research underscores the impact of socio-
economic deprivation, family dynamics, and psychological
issues on youth violence, highlighting how poverty, family
instability, and mental health challenges contribute to
aggressive behaviors (Hsieh & Pugh, 2021; Zuckerman et al.,
2023). Furthermore, the role of media and peer influences is
significant, as exposure to violent content and social pressures
can exacerbate aggression (Gentile et al., 2023; Steinberg &
Monahan, 2023).

In conclusion, understanding youth violence and breaches
of peace necessitates a comprehensive examination of the
various contributing factors. Addressing this issue involves
recognizing the historical context, socio-economic disparities,
cultural influences, and psychological challenges that drive
violent behavior. Effective prevention and intervention
strategies must therefore be multi-faceted, targeting the root
causes of violence and promoting resilience and positive
behavioral alternatives. By integrating insights from historical
trends, socio-economic analysis, and contemporary research,
we can better formulate policies and programs aimed at
reducing youth violence and enhancing community safety
(Weisburd et al., 2020; Harris & Ruddell, 2022).
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I1l.  METHODOLOGY

The study on youth violence and breaches of peace in
Ondo State, employed a mixed-methods approach for data
collection and analysis. Quantitative data were gathered
through a structured survey questionnaire administered to a
representative sample of youth aged 15 to 24. This
questionnaire captured demographic details, socio-economic
status, experiences with violence, and perceptions of
community safety. The collected data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics identify patterns and associations.
Complementing this, qualitative data were obtained through
in-depth interviews and focus group discussions with
stakeholders including community leaders, law enforcement,
and youth representatives. This qualitative approach provided
deeper insights into cultural dynamics and contextual factors
influencing youth violence. Stratified random sampling
ensured diverse representation across demographic groups,
enhancing the validity of the findings. Overall, the mixed-
methods analysis integrated quantitative and qualitative results
to offer a comprehensive understanding of the issues at hand.

IV.  RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Research Question 1: What are the primary socio-economic
factors contributing to youth violence and breach of peace in
Odigbo Local Government, Ondo State?

Socio-economic Factors Contributing to Youth Violence and
Breach of Peace:

SIN Questions SA SD | Total

That extent do you agree that
unemployment among youths
is a significant contributor to
youth violence in Odigbo
Local Government?

40 | 10 | 50 | 20 | 30 150

How much do you agree that
poverty exacerbates the
likelihood of young people
engaging in violent activities in
this community?

34 | 20|30 |39 | 27 150
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unemployment among youths creates feelings of frustration
and hopelessness, often resulting in aggressive behaviors.
Poverty also plays a critical role, with 34 strongly agreeing
and 20 agreeing that it heightens the likelihood of youth
engaging in violent activities. Harris and Ruddell (2022)
similarly found that socio-economic disadvantages such as
poverty significantly elevate the risk of youth violence, as
young people from underprivileged backgrounds are more
likely to be involved in violence due to lack of resources and
inadequate support systems.

Lack of access to education is another major factor, as 35
strongly agreed and 39 agreed that it drives youth involvement
in criminal activities. This aligns with findings from Sampson
and Laub (2022), who highlighted that educational disparities
contribute to the likelihood of violent behavior among youths.
The availability of weapons and firearms is also a key
concern, with 32 strongly agreeing and 39 agreeing that it
exacerbates youth violence. Gentile et al. (2023) support this
by indicating that access to firearms and exposure to violent
media content correlate with increased aggression and violent
behavior. Additionally, income inequality is perceived to
motivate youth criminal behavior, with 37 strongly agreeing
and 36 agreeing on its significance. This finding echoes the
work of Dahlberg and Krug (2022), who pointed out that
income inequality and economic disparities are fundamental
drivers of youth violence. These factors collectively highlight
the complex socio-economic environment contributing to
youth violence in the community, necessitating targeted
interventions to address these underlying issues.

Research Question 2: How do cultural dynamics within the
community influence the prevalence and manifestation of
youth violence and breach of peace?

Influence of Cultural Dynamics on Youth Violence and Breach
of Peace:

S/N Questions SA SD | Total

To what extent do you agree
that lack of access to education
is a key factor driving youth
involvement in criminal
activities?

35 (39|28 |32 16 150

How much do you agree that
traditional gender roles
influence the prevalence of
youth violence in Odigbo
Local Government?

32 |29 | 34| 42| 13 150

How strongly do you believe
that the availability of weapons
and firearms contributes to the
incidence of youth violence in
Odigbo Local Government?

32 393230 | 17 150

To what extent do you believe
that cultural events or festivals
contribute to tensions among
youths in this community?

39 |26 | 30|34 21 150

To what degree do you agree
that income inequality plays a
significant role in motivating
youth participation in criminal
behaviour?

37 | 36 | 40 | 24 | 13 150

How strongly do you agree that
certain cultural norms glorify
aggression and violence among
young people?

40 | 10 | 50 | 20 | 30 150

The primary socio-economic factors contributing to youth
violence and breaches of peace in Ondo State, include
unemployment, poverty, lack of access to education,
availability of weapons, and income inequality. Data reveal
that unemployment is widely recognized as a significant
contributor, with 40 respondents strongly agreeing and 10
agreeing that it leads to increased youth violence. This finding
is corroborated by Hsieh and Pugh (2021), who noted that

How much do you agree that
the perception of authority
figures impacts the propensity
for youth involvement in
violent behavior?

35 39| 28|32 16 150

To what extent do you believe
that changes in cultural values
over time coincide with an
increase in youth violence?

37 |37 139 | 24| 13 150
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Cultural dynamics within the community significantly
influence the prevalence and manifestation of youth violence
and breaches of peace in Ondo State. Traditional gender roles
are a notable factor, with 32 respondents strongly agreeing and
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29 agreeing that these roles contribute to youth violence.
Cultural events and festivals also play a role, as 39
respondents strongly agreed and 26 agreed that such events
can lead to tensions among youths. Certain cultural norms that
glorify aggression and violence are a critical influence, with
40 respondents strongly agreeing and 10 agreeing on their
impact. The perception of authority figures also affects youth
behavior, as evidenced by 35 respondents strongly agreeing
and 39 agreeing that respect for or defiance against authority
can shape violent tendencies. Additionally, changes in cultural
values over time correlate with increases in youth violence,
supported by 37 respondents strongly agreeing and 37
agreeing. These findings align with existing literature that
highlights the role of cultural norms and values in shaping
youth behavior and attitudes towards violence (Gini &
Pozzoli, 2020; Sampson et al., 2022).

Research Question 3: What interventions and preventive
measures can be recommended to address and mitigate the
impact of youth violence and breach of peace in Ondo State?
Interventions and Preventive Measures for Addressing Youth
Violence and Breach of Peace:

S/IN Questions SA SD | Total

How effective do you think
community-based  programs
can be in diverting young
people from engaging in
violent activities?

23 |45 | 45| 12 | 25 150

To what extent do you think
cultural events or festivals
exacerbate tensions among
young people, leading to
violence?

20 | 43 | 27 | 30 | 30 150

How much do you agree that
certain cultural norms glorify
aggression and contribute to
conflict resolution through
violence among youths?

44 | 46 | 30 | 10 | 20 150

To what degree do you believe
the perception of authority
figures within the community
influences youth involvement
in violent behavior?

23 |54 12| 32| 29 150

How much do you agree that
changes in cultural values over
time coincide with an increase
in youth violence?

33 | 54| 33| 22 150

Addressing and mitigating the impact of youth violence
and breaches of peace in Ondo State requires a multifaceted
approach that includes community-based programs, cultural
interventions, and changes in societal norms. Community-
based programs are viewed as highly effective, with 23
respondents strongly agreeing and 45 agreeing that these
initiatives can divert young people from violent activities by
providing constructive outlets and support systems. However,
cultural events and festivals, which can exacerbate tensions,
need careful management, as 20 respondents strongly agreed
and 43 agreed that these events can lead to violence. The
influence of cultural norms that glorify aggression is also
significant, with 44 strongly agreeing and 46 agreeing that
such norms contribute to violent conflict resolution among
youths.

110

International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research and Publications

ISSN (Online): 2581-6187

The perception of authority figures within the community
plays a crucial role in youth behavior, with 23 respondents
strongly agreeing and 54 agreeing that respect for authority
can reduce violent tendencies. Lastly, addressing changes in
cultural values over time is important, as 33 respondents
strongly agreed and 54 agreed that these shifts can coincide
with increases in youth violence. Effective interventions
should therefore include community engagement, education
programs to shift cultural norms, and strategies to enhance the
legitimacy and positive influence of authority figures
(Dahlberg & Krug, 2022; Weisburd et al., 2020). These
combined efforts can create a supportive environment that
reduces the prevalence of youth violence and promotes peace.

V. CONCLUSION

In conclusion, this project represents a crucial step towards
addressing the pervasive issue of youth violence and breach of
peace in Ondo State. Through a multidimensional approach
encompassing socio-economic analysis, cultural examination,
intervention development, and resource evaluation, significant
insights have been gained into the root causes and potential
solutions for these complex problems.

The findings of this project underscore the
interconnectedness of socio-economic factors, cultural
dynamics, and community resources in shaping the prevalence
and manifestation of youth violence. By identifying key
drivers such as unemployment, lack of educational
opportunities, and cultural norms, targeted interventions can
be developed to address these underlying issues effectively.

Moreover, the recommendations proposed in this project
provide a roadmap for stakeholders to implement evidence-
based strategies aimed at reducing youth violence and
promoting peace in the community. From youth empowerment
programs to community outreach initiatives, these
interventions have the potential to catalyze positive change
and create safer environments for all residents of Ondo State.

Ultimately, the success of these efforts hinges on
collaborative action and sustained commitment from all
sectors of society, including government agencies, community
organizations, and residents themselves. By working together
to implement and evaluate the proposed interventions, Ondo
State can move closer towards its goal of fostering a peaceful
and prosperous community where every young person has the
opportunity to thrive.

VI.

Based on the findings and conclusions of this project,
several recommendations can be made to address youth
violence and breach of peace in Ondo State:

1. Implement Targeted Socio-Economic Interventions:
Develop and implement targeted programs aimed at
addressing the underlying socio-economic factors
contributing to youth violence. This could include
initiatives to improve access to education, vocational
training, and job opportunities for young people in the
community. Additionally, efforts should be made to
address systemic inequalities and disparities that hinder
socio-economic mobility.

RECOMMENDATIONS
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1.

(2]

31

Promote Cultural Sensitivity and Community Engagement:
Foster cultural sensitivity and community engagement in
violence prevention efforts by involving local residents,
including youth, in the design and implementation of
interventions. This could involve partnering with
community leaders, elders, and youth organizations to
develop culturally relevant strategies that resonate with the
values and norms of the community.

Enhance Access to Support Services: Improve access to
support services for at-risk youth, including mental health
counseling, substance abuse treatment, and social support
programs. Strengthening the capacity of existing
community resources and establishing new service
delivery mechanisms can ensure that young people have
access to the support they need to address underlying
issues and build resilience.

Promote Positive Youth Development: Invest in programs
that promote positive youth development and provide
opportunities for young people to engage in constructive
activities. This could include sports leagues, arts and
cultural  programs, mentorship  opportunities, and
leadership development initiatives that empower youth to
become active agents of change in their communities.
Strengthen Law Enforcement and Justice Systems:
Strengthen law enforcement and justice systems to
effectively respond to incidents of youth violence and
breach of peace. This could involve providing training for
law enforcement officers on youth engagement and de-
escalation techniques, as well as improving access to
justice and support for victims of violence.

Evaluate and Adapt Interventions: Continuously evaluate
the effectiveness of interventions and adapt strategies
based on feedback and evolving community needs.
Monitoring and evaluation mechanisms should be put in
place to track progress, measure outcomes, and identify
areas for improvement, ensuring that resources are
allocated effectively and interventions remain responsive
to local context.
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